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RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS (PC)-M 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M1 

Comment PC-M1-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments on new information and analysis presented within the 
Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS were considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative 
as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in your comment 
when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review.  

A fair share of the costs for the improvements proposed in the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS 
under Measure T-10 would address cumulative significant impacts to traffic on SR-22 (7th 
Street), which is a State highway. This fair share would be contributed by the I-405 Improvement 
Project for the proposed improvements. The remainder of the funding would be the responsibility 
of the State, not the City of Long Beach.  

Comment PC-M1-2 

Please see Common Response – Elimination of Light-Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit 
Alternatives. 

Comment PC-M1-3 

The Draft EIR/EIS and the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS identify the adverse effects and 
significant impacts of the proposed project on the environment, based on an examination of a 
range of topics covered in Chapter 3 of the Draft EIR/EIS and Chapter 3 of the Supplemental 
Draft EIR/EIS. Section 2.2.7 of the Draft EIR/EIS makes it clear that a range of alternatives were 
considered during the project development process.  

Section 1.2.2.1, Capacity, Transportation Demand, and Safety, of the Draft EIR/EIS makes it 
clear, under the subheading “Regional Population and Employment Growth Trends,” that I-405 
serves population and employment centers along the project corridor. Additionally, Section 
1.2.2.5, Modal Inter-Relationships and System Linkages, of the Draft EIR/EIS makes it clear that 
I-405 provides intra-regional, inter-regional, and local access for both Orange and Los Angeles 
counties. Under the heading “Traffic Forecasting Model” on page 3.1.6-38 of the Draft EIR/EIS, 
the traffic forecasts are explained. The Traffic Study (Draft EIR/EIS Technical Appendix L), in 
Section 2.2.2, Future Years Traffic Volumes (2020 and 2040), contains a more thorough 
explanation of the forecasting process. That explanation identifies the forecasting model as a 
regional model and a traditional four-step forecasting process. The third of those four steps is 
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explained as distributing trips from each origin zone in the regional model to each destination 
zone. This step of the modeling process provides a complete consideration of the origins and 
destinations of regional traffic. Taken together, these sections provide decision makers with 
information regarding the origins and destinations of traffic using the corridor.   

Response to Comment Letter PC-M2 

Comment PC-M2-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Northbound Braided Ramps at the Magnolia/Warner 
Interchange, Property Values, Noise/Noise Analysis. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M3 

Comment PC-M3-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Almond Avenue 
Soundwall, Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M4 

Comment PC-M4-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 
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Please see Common Responses – Northbound Braided Ramps at the Magnolia/Warner 
Interchange, Noise/Noise Analysis, Health Risks, Property Values. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M5 

Comment PC-M5-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Almond Avenue Soundwall, Preferred Alternative 
Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M6 

Comment PC-M6-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M7 

Comment PC-M7-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments on new information and analysis presented within the 
Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS were considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative 
as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in your comment 
when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Tables 3-2 and 3-6 of the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS show that LOS anticipated in 2020 and 
2040 on I-405 north of I-605 to Lakewood Boulevard does not change when comparing 
alternatives, including the No Build Alternative.  
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Table 3-6 shows 2040 D/C ratios of 1.00 or more along the I-405 mainline from I-605 to 
Studebaker Road for all alternatives, including the No Build Alternative. On I-405, between 
Studebaker Road and Lakewood Boulevard, D/C ratios of 0.97 or more are anticipated. All of 
these values are indicative of heavy congestion with stop-and-go conditions. While the D/C 
ratios increase under the build alternatives compared to the No Build Alternative, the fact that 
heavy congestion is anticipated under the no-build condition indicates that the proposed project 
would have an impact, but the impact would not be significant. The fact that LOS does not 
change when comparing the alternatives also indicates impacts would not be significant.  

Table 3-2 shows D/C ratios of 0.92 or more along the I-405 mainline from I-605 to Studebaker 
Road for all alternatives, including the No Build Alternative. On I-405, between Studebaker 
Road and Lakewood Boulevard, D/C ratios of 0.92 or more are anticipated. All of these values 
are indicative of congestion with some stop-and-go conditions. While the D/C ratios increase 
under the build alternatives compared to the No Build Alternative, these increases are not 
sufficient to change LOS. The fact that LOS does not change when comparing the alternatives 
indicates impacts would not be significant. 

Comment PC-M7-2 

Because Measure T-11 provides that the I-405 Improvement Project would make a fair share 
contribution for the improvements included in the measure, that fair share amount would be 
unaffected and could be used by Caltrans to implement either the improvement included in the 
Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS, the improvement suggested in the comment, or any other 
improvement that addresses the cumulative adverse effect at the intersection. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M8 

Comment PC-M8-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Northbound Braided Ramps at the Magnolia/Warner 
Interchange, Property Values. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M9 

Comment PC-M9-1 
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Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Responses – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M10 

Comment PC-M10-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M11 

Comment PC-M11-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comments on new information and analysis presented within the 
Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS were considered during identification of the Preferred Alternative 
as described in the Final EIR/EIS. You will be notified at the address provided in your comment 
when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Analysis of the proposed improvements at the intersection of College Park Drive and the SR-22 
westbound ramps is presented in the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. The analysis shows that the 
queues would not back up onto the SR-22 westbound freeway. The following table presents the 
anticipated queues; the data are presented in the Supplemental Traffic Study Report – Long 
Beach Area in Appendices III A-1, III A-2, IV A-1, and IV A-2 for Alternative 1 year 2020, 
Alternative 1 year 2040, Alternative 2 year 2020, and Alternative 2 year 2040, respectively. The 
table shows that the 95th percentile queues anticipated approaching the intersection with the 
proposed signal would not exceed 240 feet during the peak hours in the years 2020 and 2040. 
The distance from the stop line for the proposed signal at the intersection of the ramp with 
College Park Drive to the gore point is approximately 850 feet.  
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Anticipated 95th Percentile Queues on the SR-22 Westbound Exit Ramp Approach  
to the Proposed Signal at College Park Drive 

  Alternative 1 Alternative 2 

2020 
AM 142 148 
PM 223 240 

2040 
AM 160 189 
PM 226 240 

 

The analysis presented in the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS in Tables 3-9 and 3-11 shows that the 
proposed signal will operate at LOS B or C in the peak hours in 2020 and 2040.  

Comment PC-M11-2 

Please see Common Responses – Opposition to Tolling, Preferred Alternative Identification. 

Comment PC-M11-3 

Please see Common Response – Elimination of Light-Rail Transit and Bus Rapid Transit 
Alternatives. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M12 

Comment PC-M12-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS. You will be notified when the Final EIR/EIS 
is available for review. Please see Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS) for 
Responses to Comments PC-A17-1 through PC-A17-12. 

Response to Comment Letter PC-M13 

Comment PC-M13-1 

Caltrans and OCTA thank you for participating in the environmental process for the I-405 
Improvement Project. Your comment is not specific to the new information and analysis 
presented within the Supplemental Draft EIR/EIS; however, your comments were addressed in 
Appendix R1 (Response to Comments on Draft EIR/EIS). You will be notified at the address 
provided in your comment when the Final EIR/EIS is available for review. 

Please see Common Response – Preferred Alternative Identification, Opposition to Tolling.  
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